CHAPTER XVI
INDIA,   WHERE  TEA  GROWS
IN previous chapters we have shown how the Portuguese brought spices from India, how tea was and is still brought, and how, to-day, wheat is an important export. In another chapter we have found out that wheat grows best where the climate is warm but not too hot and where the summer is dry. We may now inquire what are the conditions best suited for growing tea.
A glance inside a tea-pot shows us a mass of tea>-leaves. When the tea is obtained from the grocer, in a packet, it dots not look much like leaves, and it is only when we have poured hot water on it that we can see plainly r that what we are dealing with is leaves, and sometimes stalks. The chief part of the tea plant, then, is leaves, and the great idea of a tea-planter is to get as many of them as he can.
But the forests of the Congo and the Amazon, where the trees are in leaf all the year round, teach us that plenty of rain and plenty of heat are required in order to obtain plenty of leaves. At the same time, the tea-plant does not thrive if water is allowed to stand about its roots, so
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